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Objective: Desertification is a complex issue, which is caused by both natural processes
and human activities. This includes land degradation due to various factors such as wind
and water erosion, destruction of vegetation and reduction of water resources. Sustainable
human development depends on three key elements: people, resources and participation.
The purpose of this research is to identify the criteria and indicators that affect the non-
sustainable participation of rural communities in desertification plans, to prioritize these
criteria and indicators based on the local residents' point of view, and to provide solutions
to increase the participation of villagers.

Methods: The communities in the desertification plans of this research are the villages of
Ghayasabad, Shorkazi and Mohsen Abad in Garmsar city, which have existing plans for
desertification. After the initial evaluation of the areas, talking with the local residents,
appropriate criteria and indicators for preparing the questionnaire were determined and
distributed among the people. In order to analyze the questionnaires, the Friedman test
was used to prioritize the indicators.

Results: The results showed that educational criterion is the most important criterion of
non-participation of people in desertification projects from the point of view of local
communities (2.69 rank) and social (2.63), economic (2.35) and Planning (2/33) from the
point of view of local communities were prioritized in the next stages. Also, Friedman's
test showed that, from the point of view of local communities, the index of non-use of
local promoter groups, with an average rank of 11.72 and 10.33.

Conclusions: Respectively, is the most important index affecting people's non-
participation in desert projects. were detected.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Desertification is a complex issue, which is caused by both natural processes and human
activities. This includes land destruction due to various factors such as wind and water erosion,
destruction of vegetation and reduction of water resources. Sustainable human development
depends on three key elements: people, resources and participation. It is very important to strike
a balance between the use and protection of natural resources. Natural resource management
involves the coordination of human interactions with the natural environment, which includes
land degradation due to various factors such as wind and water erosion, destruction of
vegetation and reduction of water resources. The purpose of this research is to identify the
criteria and indicators that affect the non-sustainable participation of rural communities in
desertification plans, to prioritize these criteria and indicators based on the local residents' point
of view, and to provide solutions to increase the participation of villagers.

Methods

Garmsar city, which is located in the west of Semnan province, is one of its eight cities. The
communities of this study, the villages of Ghiyas Abad, Shorkazi and Mohsen Abad are part of
Garmsar city, which have a desertification plan. Many factors are involved in the non-
participation of people in desertification projects, which can be classified in the form of relevant
criteria and indicators, which are identified and classified based on library studies and questions
from local residents. In order to prioritize the criteria and indicators effective in the non-
participation of people in desertification projects, questionnaires related to the process of
hierarchical analysis and also questionnaires with a Likert scale were used as measurement
tools. Finally, Friedman's test was used to prioritize indicators and determine their relative
importance on people's non-participation in projects.

Results

The educational criterion is the most important criterion of people's non-participation in
desertification projects and social (2.63), economic (2.35) and planning (2.33) standards were
prioritized from the point of view of local communities in the next stages. Also, Friedman's test
showed that, from the point of view of local communities, the index of non-use of indigenous
promoter groups was identified as the most important index affecting the non-participation of
people in desertification projects with an average rank of 10.33. The indicators in this dimension
that contribute to non-participation are the low level of literacy in the local community, local
and ethnic differences, the dependence of the local community on government institutions, the
lack of trust in the results of the projects and the lack of young people in the local community
due to from immigration.

Conclusion

This research was conducted with the aim of identifying factors affecting the non-participation
of villagers in desertification projects. Based on the results obtained from this research, the
following suggestions can be made: In order to carry out desertification projects, native youths
of the same region should be given the necessary training and the same youths should be used
to carry out the projects. The more the villagers know about the effects of non-participation of
local people in desertification projects, the more information they will have about the negative
social effects (such as migration of local people, lack of employment, etc.). Also, knowing this
information helps to solve the social effects that have arisen more easily. In addition, such
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initiatives will help reduce the adverse effects of floods, dust storms and droughts, thereby
improving the overall well-being of residents.
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